
Decolonising Spaces and 
Places of Learning 

Workshop with Lucy Panesar 

Welcome! Please sit in groups of six, ideally 
with people teaching same subject.



Exhibitions	and	events	across	Camberwell,	

Chelsea	and	Wimbledon	College	of	Arts	through	

November	to	January	2019.

Find	information	and	the	Zine	online	on:	

decolonisingtheartscurriculum.myblog.arts.ac.uk

An	Arts	SU	and	Teaching	and	Learning	Exchange	co-production



Quoting Gurnam Singh from ‘Decolonising the Arts Curriculum Zine’ (2018, p.1):

‘…perhaps the project of decolonisation is less 
about seeking out authentic culture as such but 
more about the opening up of creative spaces to 
facilitate the production of culture informed 
by indigenous thinking and doing. As George 
Sefa Dei* notes, the recognition of indigenous 
knowledge as legitimate in its own right 
requires that we rethink institutional spaces
in which philosophy is done and envisage new 
‘non-hierarchical’ spaces of knowing.’

*Sefa Dei. G.J. (2011) Indigenous Philosophies and Critical Education: A Reader. Peter Lang: New York.



indigenous

philosophy

Translate re: your teaching context

Replace with your subject discipline

Activity #1 – Work in teams to adapt these two terms for your purposes:

(10 mins - post your team response to wall)



Quoting Linda Tuhiwai Smith (2012, p.7)*:

‘‘Indigenous peoples’ is a relatively recent term which 
emerged in the 1970s out of the struggles primarily of the 
American Indian Movement (AIM), and the Canadian Indian 
Brotherhood. It is a term that internationalizes the 
experiences, the issues and the struggles of some of the 
world’s colonized peoples. The final ‘s’ in ‘peoples’ has 
been argued for quite vigorously by indigenous activists 
because of the right of peoples to self-determination. It is 
also used as a way of recognizing that there are real 
differences between different indigenous peoples.’

*Tuhiwai Smith, L. (2012) Decolonizing Research: Research and Indigenous Peoples. London: Zed Books



Workshop 
generated 
responses:



‘non-hierarchical’
Identify spaces students use in your 

subject areas that are hierarchical and

Activity #2 – On the understanding that our colleges are spaces of creative knowing:

more about the openingspaces facilitating the 
production of culture informed by indigenous*
thinking and doing?

And discuss, how are these

*Using your replacement term



For example – the MakerSpace:

Source: http://www.artsmooc.org/?q=node/9



‘non-hierarchical’
Identify spaces students use in your 

subject areas that are hierarchical and

Activity #2 – On the understanding that our colleges are spaces of creative knowing:

(20 mins – one A4 sheet for each space reflected on – post to wall)

more about the openingspaces facilitating the 
production of culture informed by ‘indigenous’ 
thinking and doing?

And discuss, how are these



Workshop 
generated 
responses:



Workshop 
generated 
responses:



Workshop 
generated 
responses:



...facilitated the production of 
culture informed by indigenous*
thinking and doing?

To what extent has this workshop

Closing / meta-reflection:



Exhibition	from	4-21	December	2018

In	the	Camberwell College	of	Arts	library

Launch	on	Tuesday	4	December	6-7.30pm

Starting	with	a	tour	of	the	library	exhibition	
at	6pm	followed	by	drinks	and	talks	in	the	
canteen	from	6.30pm.

Find	information	and	the	Zine	online	on:	

decolonisingtheartscurriculum.myblog.arts.ac.uk


